
lonsanto

TC

tana . . Spano — G4NH — 8654

eptember 24, 1980

"DEAD CREEK"

E.. N. Bra«flel l

0. R Bishop
S, G. Coll In K
C. ?. Cunning tin
H. W. Curtis

J. f. Holan
W. B. Papageo
P. S. Park
M. C. Throdah

Enclosed is this material passed out to the news media at th* SPA 'a hearing
Into "Dead Creek*" at Cahokla. Bar* arc some additional notes to my brief
report earlier today:

John Kenkes of the Illinois EPA chaired the press conference, flanked by
representative* of th« state public health, attorney general *, emergency
services and disaster offices, plus Cahokia city officials.

Samp_lea • 4 samples vere taken north and south of Queeny * ru'je.

Phosphorus ~~ Jim Kelty, EPA chemist, said analyses indicate! « high level
of phosphorus (12 percent). Be added, however, that there vu only a saall
amount of element tl phosphorus, aost of the sample being orgAoopboaphorus
which Is not self -covbustible,

PCBa -• An*lfs:Lii « bowed concentrations as high as 17,000 PPM Kelty,
responding to que»tionji from press, said PCBs are relatively aon-toxlc.

'They are not a tecvn carcinogen; they are a suspected carcinogen." Be
•aid a person would have to be exposed to high concentration* aver a con-
aldera'ble pe:rlo<i to be harmed.

Hazard » ••- S>1( j reiterated repeatedly after close questioning that there
la DO iane41*t* danger, the area has been sealed off. The danger would be
If •<na*on« |c<c lot s thu fenced- in area illegally and stirred , r. the earth.

(Ceitr **ifi "Ho Oiie can give final answer on long-term envlr 2nmental
•ituatlon but ta* imminent "public safety Issue Is over. He •« /» envlron-
nentil coocMms, but the fire Is out."

Ho r ker Expose re — A atate public health official was asked about danger
to employees of pl«nta in the area and he responded: "We hav« to specific
instances ?f an1' wnrkeri being exposed."
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' "DEAD CREEK"______

TO

Present a t m e e t i n g :

K. M e n s i n g , EPA, Region 3 - Land Disposal
J. K e l t e y , EPA, S p r i n g f i e l d Chemist
J. Renkes, IESDA, Manager
Stan Parson, EPA Attorney
(7) , Manager Public Health
(?) (?)
Channel 2, 4, 5 m i n i - c a m s
G I obe, Pos t

' '•» T*"5'

Renkes started the meeting by reading statement that was
d i s t r i b u t e d to people in attendance. This statement is
attached. Keltey then went to a photo of the dead creek
area. He discussed the sampling and results, also attached.
EPA bas i cal 1 y took:

13 samples in Dead Creek between Judith/Queeny
1 sample In Dead Creek north of Judith
2 samples of overflow pond (both water samples)
3 samples -- 2 w e l l s on Edwards Place

I well on Walnut Drive d i r e c t l y next to
the overflow pond (east)

These samples indicate PCB's and organics in h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n s
at the north end of Dead Creek next to Queeny Avenue. These
concentrations d i m i n i s h as one progresses south In Dead Creek.
However, there arc PCB's confirmed all the way through the d i t c h
and south of Judith Lane. PCB's are in the pond and are in the
w e l l water sample from a greenhouse east of the ijond. At the
south end of the creek, high concentrations of metals, and phosphorus
e x i s t s , decreasing as one progresses north In Dead Creek.
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Phosphorus was especially referenced by Keltey. The
phosphorus contamination of 121 included organo-phosphorus
and elemental phosphorus. The elemental phosphorus was
there In s i g n i f i c a n t quantities to auto—ignite during a
hot day. W h i t e phosphorus auto—ignites at 8S°F and burns
t u r n i n g red. He saw the red residue and in his opinion on
a rainy day that would wash phosphorus to a low area followed
by a hot (—90°F) day, the smoking ground occurs.

Private w e l l s on Edwards Place Road did not show any traces
of metals or organics in abnormal quantities. Theydid
b e l i e v e the contamination of the Walnut Street w e l l was
from a different source than Dead Creek.

In the opinion of th* ESOA there is no immediate danger to
residents. The fencing off of the area takes the appropriate
action for Phase I of t h e i r program. The EPA w i l l now assume
Phase I I a n d I I I o f t h e program.

Vapor emissions were discussed as a result of questions. The
EPA sampled for vapor organic emissions and did not f i n d any.
They Indicated that hazardous vapor emissions did occur when
the ground was disturbed.

The EPA can't determine what exactly k i l l e d the dog that r o l l e d
in the ditch. They would have to have an autopsy to determine
the exact cause of death. Many cases,they have reports of
a n i m a l s k i l l e d by hazardous chemicals, when after an autopsy
the dog actually died of natural causes. On further questions,
he did say the phosphorus could have caused the burns and been
ingested enough to result In death.

PCB ' s were discussed by a reporter as being an imminent hazard
in Itself. Keltey responded by s t a t i n g PCB is not toxic. One
would have to drink or Ingest substantial quantities to have
l i v e r damage or gas to-Intestinal problems. In a d d i t i o n , PCB is
not a carcinogen only a suspected carcinogen. There were no
carcinogenic chemicals In the dump. PCB does cause chlor-acne
and may have aggravated the dog's skin burns.

More questions about vapor. He responded that exposure to vapor
emissions being released by disturbed d i r t would have to extend
over a h a l f day to cause skin problems and exposure problems.
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